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This small Cross of camphor wood, was made
from a giant 400-year-old sacred tree which
grew in a funerary temple precinct in
Hiroshima, where the ancient Japanese nobility
were buried. It was planted when the city was
founded. The heart of this tree was the only
thing found to be still alive after the dropping of
the atom bomb on Hiroshima on 5 August
1945; and this Cross, one of twelve made from
its wood, was personally presented to Dr Frank
Buchman by the Mayor of Hiroshima, Shinzo
Hamal, himself a survivor of the bombing,
during a visit to Dr Buchman’s London home at
45 Berkeley Square. Other reciplents of these
Crosses were His Holiness Pope Pius XII, the
Lord 9Mayors of London and Berlin, Sir Winston
Churchill, and the Presidents of France, Irag
and the United States.
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